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FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


The friends of parliamentary reform in Eng- 
Jand, appear, at this moment, to be extremely 
sanguine of success; and it is probable that they 
now have as fair a prospect of succeeding as they 
have had for a long time: but still, we think, they 
will not attain their object. 

This opinion is founded upon a belief that the 
British constitution has reached that point of mili- 
tary despotism at which the utmost resistance on 
the part of the people will be in vain. When we 
consider the immense standing army which the 
crown has at its command, and the great resources 
which it enjoys for the purposes of corruption, 
and reflect that the people are generally disarm- 
ed, it is really difficult to conceive what impres- 
sion can be made upon the executive authority 
of Great Britain, to induce it to relinquish any of 
its influence or power by changing the represen- 
tation in parliament. The circumstances of these 
times are very different from what they were in 
the reign of Charles I. so that we cannot reason 
from analogy as to that case. At that period, the 
contest lay between the parliament and the king, 
and was really nothing more, in the first instance 
at least, than a struggle for power between them; 
for the king insisted that he was entitled to levy 
taxes by prerogative alone, whilst the parliament 
contended that he could not tax his subjects with- 
out their consent. Wow, however, the contest 
lies between the king and the parliament on the 
one side, and the people on the other: nor does 
it seem that the people themselves are moved to 
cry out for a reform in parliament by any certain 
and distinct political notions, the leading griev- 
ances being the want of employment and the 
want of bread, which, if they once had, we are 
left to infer that they would remain quiet The 
late loan to France, to be paid, in part, in clo- 
thing for the allied armies on the continent, will 
give employment to many hands row idle. 

That the military power of the crown has in- 
creased to such a degree as to render it secure 
from the violence of any sudden popular commo- 
tion, is, we think, clear; and it is obvious that 
the British ministry act systematically upon a con- 
viction to that effect ; because, as all the English 
newspapers inform us, wherever, in the United 
Kingdoms, a mecting of the people is to take 
place with a view to adopt measures relative to a 
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sure to find the government has directed a milita- 
ty force to march, strong enough to overawe the 
multitude. The late Mr. Percival, whilst he was 
chief minister, made an attempt to perfect this 
military system, by erecting barracks for ten 
thousand troops within the limits of the city of 
London. These mercenaries would have as ef- 
fectually curbed the citizens of that metropolis as 
the Pretorian bands did the populace of ancient 
Rome. Parliament itself, however, took the alarm, . 
and appeared to consider that their own authority 
would be endangered by the continued presence 
of so large a body of armed men; so the measure 
was dropped. 

Mr. Hume, in one of his essays, wherein he 
treats the question, whether the British government 
inclines more to absolute monarchy or to a republic 2 
evidently leans to the former opinion: and it is a 
decided proof of the sagacity of that enlightened 
man, that he could, at the time when he lived, 
discover the consequences likely to result from the 
practical principles of the British constitution. As 
is usual with him, he argues both sides of the 
question, and with great caution. “It may be 
said (he remarks) that the spirit of liberty, how- 
ever great, wili never be able to support itself 
against that immense property which is now 
lodged in the king, and which is still increasing. 
Upon a moderate computation there are near 
three millions a year at the disposal of the crown. 
The civil list amounts to near a million; the’ col- 
lection of all taxes to another; and the employ- 
ments in the army and navy, together with eccle- 
siastical preferments, to above a third million. An 
enormous sum, and what may fairly be computed 
to be more than a thirtieth part of the whole in- 
come and labor of the kingdom. When we add to 
this great property, the increasing luxury of the 
nation, our proneness to corruption, together 
with the great power and prerogatives of the 
crown, and the command of military force, there 
is no one but must despair of being able, without 
extraordinary efforts, to support our ftee govem- 
ment much longer under these disadvantages.” 
Such are the observations of Mr. Hume; and had 
he lived until our day,.he would. have found his 
argument strengthéned forty fold. His reasoning 
on the other point of the question is by no means 
so strong; and events have shown that it is-fal- 
lacious. 

The army, it may be safely averred, is the 
great engine upon which the crown of Great Bris 
tain relies for impunity in its exercise of absolute 
power. [na late speech of Mr. Gurran, at « popu- 
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lar meeting in London, that orator hints at the 
probability of the present enormous military es- 
tablishment of Great Britain being part of a gene- 
ral plan agreed upon by the sovereigns of Europe, 
for securing the implicit obedience of their sub- 
jects. “Is there nothing alarming in itself (says 
he) in the establishment of 150,000 men? Where 
think you this establishment was formed—in the 
cabinet of St. James? Are you sure of that? Jias 
# not at the congress of Vienna?” It is the army 
which governs the European nations at this day ; 
and, in truth, without having the sword at com- 
mand, all attempts at revolution, or even radical 
reformation, must fail. It will be recollected that 
Louis XVI. fell a victim to the French convention, 
only because he lost his authority over the troops, 
Mirabeau having dexterously drawn them to the 
revolutionary side. 

But, after all, the condition of the people of 
Great Britain cannot be so deplorable as most of 
the newspapers represent it to be: that is, if we 
are to believe Mr. Cobbett, who is is one of the 
greatest brawlers for reform in the House of Com- 
mons. In his Register of the 23d of November, 
1816, he makes the fellowing affirmation: “I 
have no hesitation to say, that J myse/f am able to 
point out the means (with the aid of a reformed 
parliament) of restoring the nation to happiness 
in a very short space of time, without the destruc- 
tion of any constitutional establishment, and with- 
out any one act of injustice or violence.” Now, 
if Mr. Cobbett can do this, old England is assured- 
ly not on the brink of destruction; and; if he 
would disclose his scheme, (which he does not 
seem disposed to do) perhaps even a corrupt par- 
liament, being a little frightened by popular con» 
motions, might carry it into execution, as the only 
means of political salvation for themselves. At 
any rate, where there is so able and confident a 
doctor, it is not unlikely but the patient may re- 
cover, particularly if the ministry should be in 
duced by any means to offer the full amount of 


his fee. 





VIOLATION OF THE TREATY OF GHENT. 


To the Senate of the United States. 
I transmit to the Senate a report of the secre- 
tary of state, complying with their’ resolution of 
.the 28th of last month. 
" JAMES MADISON. 


February 7, 1817. 


Department of State, Feb. 5, 1817. 
The secretary of state, to whom has been re- 
ferred the resolution of the Senate of the 28th of 
last month, requesting the president to cause to 
be laid before the Senate such information as he 
may possess, touching the execution of so much 
of the first article of the late treaty of peace and 
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United States of America, as relates to the restj 
tion of slaves, has the honor to submit to the a 
sident the accompanying papers, marked A rae 
D, and 1, as — all the information in th 
epartment supposed to be culled f : 
caldine. - ete anid 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

(A) JAS. MONROE. 

Extract of a letter from the secretary of state to M 
en -Idams, = May 11, 1815, 7% 

am sorry to have to state that iti 
naval commanders have construed the pe te 
in the treaty not to carry off with their forces the 
slaves whom they had taken from our citiz : 
differently from this government. My pote 
pondence with Mr. Baker, of which a copy is ‘ 
closed, will show the ground of this difference, 

which appears to be so decidedly in favor of 4 

United States, that it has excited surprise that it 

should have existed, and still greater that the Bri 

tish officers should have acted on their construc. 
tion, by removing the slaves in question. Mp. 

Baker makes a distinction between the slaves who 

were in British ships of war in our waters, and 

those who were in the posts held by their force 

at the time of the exchange of the ratifications 2 

the treaty, but I think without reason. It seems 

to‘have been the intention of the parties, and to 
be the clear import of the article, that they should 
carry off no slaves that were then within our 
limits. ‘They were as much in the Possession and 
under the authority of the British commanders 
in the forts or other places held by their troops 
on the land as in their vessels. It was as much a 
carrying away in the one instance as in the other; 
and the injury to the proprietors of the slaves was 
the same. In short, I see no ground for sucha 
distinction. The United States have a right ei- 
ther to the restitution of all these slaves, or to 
compensation for their loss. 1 shall forward to 
you, without delay, a list of those, thus removed 
with an estimate of their value, the payment of 
which, if the slaves themselves are not restored 
you will claim of the British government.” : 
(Copy.) 

The secretary of state to Mr. Baker, charge d’af- 
faires of his Britannic majesty, dated April 1 
1815. 
Sir—I regret to have to state, that the com. 

manders of his Britannic majesty’s naval forces in 
the Chesapeake and on Cumberland Island, and 
other islands off the southern coast, have constru- 
ed the stipulation in the first article of the treaty 
of peace, lately concluded between the United 
States and Great Britain, very differently from 
what is thought to be a just construction of it by 
this government. They comprise slaves, and 
other private property, under the same regulation 
with artillery, and ether public property, and con- 
tend that none-ought to be restored, except such 
| as were, at the time of the exchange of tie ratifi- 
cations of the treaty, in the forts and places where 
they were originally taken. 

By the first article of the treaty it is stipulated, 
“that all territory, places, and possessions, what- 
, soever, taken from either party by the other, dur- 
jing the war, or which may be taken after the sign- 
[ng of this treaty, excepting only the islands here- 
jinafter mentioned, shall be restored without de- 
lay, and without causing any destruction or carry- 
ling away any of the artillery or other public pro- 
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places, and which shall remain therein, upon the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, or any 
slaves or other private property. ; 

A very.obvious distinctian exists between pri- 
yate and public property, and there may be a 
strong and obvious motive for destroying the one, 
when there can be none for destroying the other. 
It frequently happens, in surrendering territory 
by atreaty of peace, that the party withdrawing 
stipulates a right to destroy the fortifications in 
its possession, and to carry away or destroy the 
artillery and munitions of war in them, but, it is 
believed, that no example can be found of a stipu- 
Jation to authorize the destruction of private pro- 
perty of any kind, especially slaves. Equally 
strange would a stipulation be not to destroy 

m. . . . 
Ovne terms of the article preserve this distinc- 
tion between public and private property in a 
guarded manner. All territory, places, and pos- 
sessions, with a particular exception, shall be re- 
stored without destroying or carrying away any of 
the artillery or other public property, originally 
captured in the said forts or places, and which re- 
main there upon the exchange of ratifications. So 
far the stipulation acts upon proper subjects and 
conforms to usage. Extend it to slaves and other 
private property, and how inconsistent and unna- 
tural the application! Had it been intended to 
put slaves and other private property on the same 
ground with artillery and other public property, 
the terms “originally captured in the said forts 
or places, and which shall remain therein on the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty,” would 
have followed at the end of the sentence, after 
«slaves and other private property.” In that 
case both interests, the public and the private, 
would have been subject to the same restraint. 
But by separating them from each other, and put- 
ting the restrictive words immediately after “ ar- 
tillery and other public property,” it shows that 
it was intended to confine their operation to those 
objects only, excluding from it “ slaves and other 
private property.” , . s 

Other consequences, equally inconsistent with 
the spirit and equity of the article, would follow, 
from the construction given of it by the British 
naval commanders. If the slaves, and other pri- 
vate property, are placed on the same footing 
with artillery, and other —p property, the con- 
sequence must be that all will be carried away. It 
is believed that none of the slaves were taken in 
forts, or other places, where the British troops 
happened to be at the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions of the treaty. By far the greater number, 
if not the whole, were taken from proprietors in- 
habiting the country bordering on the bafs and 
rivers which empty into the Atlantic. As this fact 
was well known to the commissioners of both na- 
tions, it furnishes a conclusive argument against 
the construction contended for by the British na- 
val commanders. It cannot be believed that the 
commissioners would have agreed to a stipulation 
which they respectively knew would produce no 
effect. 

In supposing that all the slaves would be car- 
ried away under the construction given to this 
article by the British naval commanders, I have 
considered the term “ placc” in a qualified sense, 
synonymous with fort, as a military station taken 
by the British forces and held by them at the 
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sense, sucl: as the country from which the slaves 
were taken, none could be carried away, even 
under that construction. That it must be con- 
strued in this enlarged sense, if applicable to 
slaves and other private property, is obvious, 
from the consideration that the act of taking 
them removed them from the places where they 
were taken. 

The stipulation in this article, in relation to the 
point in question, by a fair and just construction, 
appears to me to amount to this, that each party 
shall restore, without delay, all the territory, 
places, and possessions, which had been taken.by 
it, with the exception of certain islands: that nei- 
ther shall destroy or carry away artillery or pub- 


lic property, provided they be, at the time of the 
exchange of ratifications, in the forts ofplaces in 
which they were originally captured: that nei- 


ther shall carry away slaves or other private pro- 
erty. The restraint provided aguinst the carry- 
ing away of the latter, is evidently connected with 
the great object of the article, the restoration of 
territory, places and possessions, and not with 
forts and places, in the qualified sense suggested; 
in which sense it applies to artillery ma other 
public property only, the ordinary and proper ap- 
purtenances of forts and other military 

From every view which I have been able to 
take of this subject, I am of opinion that the Unit- 
ed States are entitled to all the slaves and other 
private property, which were in the possession of 
the. British forces, within the limits of the United 
States, on the exchange of the ratifications of the 
treaty, whether they were in forts or British ships 
of war. 

Presuming that your government has insteuet- 
ed you upon this subject, and that it concurs in 
this construction of the article, I flatter myself 
that you will give directions to the British nayal 
commanders not to carry away any of the slayes 
and other private property, which may thus be 
fairly claimed by the United States. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES MONROE. 


Washington, April 3, 1815. 

Sin—I have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 1st instant, stating that the commanders of 
his majesty’s naval forces have given a different 
construction to that part of the first article of the 
treaty of peace lately concluded between the two 
countries, which relates to the restoration of 
slaves and private property, from what is thought 
by the American government to be its just con- 
struction, by making the restriction annexed to 
the restoration of artillery and public property 
likewise apply to slaves and private property; at 
the same time ss Ps opinion that the 
United States are entitled to all the slaves and 
other private property in possession of the Bri- 
tish forces, within the limits of the United State 
on the exchange of the ratifications, whether they 
were in forts er British ships of war, and request- 
ing, under the supposition that his majesty’s go- 
vernment concurred in this construction of the. 
article, and had furnished me with instructions 
accordingly, that I would give directions to the 
naval commanders not to.carry away any of the 
slaves so claimed by the United States. 

As I have not received any communication on 
the subject from the commander in chief on the 
American station, by whese orders the several 











naval commanders have, no doubt, been guided, I 
am unacquainted with the grounds on which he 
rests his interpretation of the words of the first 
article of the treaty. It is, however, not improba- 
ble that he may have imagined that it could not 
have been intendéd by the plenipotentiaries of 
the two countries that there should be a general 
prohibition against carrying away from the places 
restored all private property of every description, 
and to whomsoever belonging, found therein on 
the exchange of the ratifications, and that, there- 
fore, as some limitation must have been contem- 
plated in the case of private as well as public 
property, the restriction attached, by the words 
immediately preceding, to the latter, was likewise 
applicable to the former. : ; 

1 regret to find that by the view taken of this 
part of the first article, the government of the 
United States claim the negroes, originally Ameri- 
can, on board of the British ships of war which 
happened to be within the limits of the United 
States at the time of the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions, as I do not conceive that it can be satisfac 
torily shown that this construction is sanctioned 
by the words of the article ; and I have no hesita- 
tion in stating my belief, fownded on the best means 
of information, that at the time the article was fram- 
ed, it was meant that the prohibition against carrytng 
away slaves and private property should be taken in 
connexion with the restoration of territory, places, 
and possessions ;¢ and that if it had been supposed 
by his majesty’s plenipotentiarics, at Ghent, that 
the words were susceptible of the construction 
now given to them, and that a claim would be 
founded upon them for the delivering up of per- 
sons who had sought refuge during the war on 
board of British ships, their insertion would have 
been decidedly objected to, and others proposed. 

Not being, however, in possession of any in- 
structions from my government upon this subject, 
the only steps which it is in my power to take in 
relation to it, is to transmit to England, and to the 
naval commander in chief on this station, copies 
of your letter, and I have no doubt that the reason- 
ing contained in it will, in the most perfect spirit 
of amity, be duly and considerately examined, 
with the sincere desire to give that interpreta- 
tion to the article in question which may be most 
consonant to justice and to its true and fair mean- 
ing. 
i have the honor to be, with the greatest con- 
sideration and respect, sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, : 

(Signed) ANTHONY ST. JOHN BAKER. 

To the hon. James Monroe, &c. &c. &e. 


{Here follows (under the letter B) a minor cor- 
yespondence between Messrs. Thos. M. Bayly, 
George Graham, and John S. Skinner, commission- 
ers appointed by the president to proceed down 
the Chesapeake Bay to negotiate for the restora- 
tion of the slaves, &e. in that direction. Captain 
Clavelle, who commanded the British naval forces 
at Tangier achered to the construction given to 
the first article of the treaty by Mr. Baker, and 
refused to deliver up the property.] 

+ But see, farther on, what Mr. Adams says on this subject ; 


and heassuredly had as good means of infurmation as Mr. 
Baker. 
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{Next in order, (under the letter C) we have a 
detail of the efforts made by Capt. Thomas M. 
Newall and Thomas Spalding with Admiral Cock. 
burn, on the coast of Georgia, to effect the release 
of the slaves in possession of the British in that 
quarter, which ended in like manner as the at. 
tempt at Tangier.] 

[Another attempt was made at Bermuda, whi- 
ther Thomas Spalding went as Agent. We find 
his correspondence with the British authorities 
under the letter D. This mission was quite as 
fruitless as preceding ones, if not more so, and 
the arguments on the one side and the other run 
in the same strain.] 


( Documents to be continued. ¥ 





COLONIZATION 
OF 
FREE PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


We insert in the Register to-day, the report of 
a committee of the House of Representatives for 
colonizing the free people of color of the United 
States. This report takes a tolerably accurate 
view of the evil effects which would accrue to the 
nation by colonizing them any where upon this 
continent: the committee might have added, 
however, to the list of inconveniences, the proba- 
bility of their being tampered with and bought 
ever, as the Indians are, by an enemy, in the 
event of war with a foreign power. 

It will be scen that the committee yield with 
facility to the idea of the free people of color be- 
ing colonized in Africa, in one of two ways: ei- 
ther by transporting them to a British colony al- 
ready commenced; or, by establishing a new and 
independent colony, under a general guarantee 
of all the Christian powers. But to us it appears 
that foreign, is quite as exceptionable, from its 
probable pernicious consequences to the United 
States, as domestic, colonization; and for this plain 
reason: it would eventually change the very 
structure of our government. 

In whatever manner such a colony might be es- 
tablished, it implies the necessity of a protecting 
power on the part of the United States. It is in 
vain to plead a general guarantee of the Christian 
sovereigns, because universal expcricnce has 
taught us that all guarantees of that description 
are frail, and will be broken by the force of hu- 
man avarice and human ambition. The sword 
must then be employed to sustain the infant co- 
lonists; and the sword itsclf must be supported 
by money. But this is not the greatest evil. The 
views of our government would be carricd to a 
distant country: the thoughts of our citizens 
woutd Fe carried thither also. In proportion as 
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this should be the case our domestic affairs would ! 


be neglected: our rulers might take advantage | 


of this negligence, and usurp upon the rights of 
the people. Commercial designs would be form- 
ed upon the basis of the colony, and these designs 
would lead the nation into wars for distant com- 
mercial advantages; the military and naval would 
finally out grow the civil power; and our liberties 
would in the sequel be swallowed up as those of 
all other nations have been who have pursued 
commerce through colonial systems. Our consti- 
tution would be but a feeble barrier against the 
corruption which such a project would engender. 

We feel very distinctly the evils which must 
flow from the increasing numbers of free people 
of color among us. There are, we admit, many 
sober and industrious persons of that cast; but it 
cannot be denied that there are likewise among 
them many vagabonds, who are a pest to our 
towns and cities, What, therefore, shall be done 
in a case like this? 

If we might be permitted to suggest a remedy, 
we should say, locate them in the suburbs of the 
large cities of the states in which they are eman- 
cipated, or have been born; deprive them of all 
sorts of hostile weapons; institute among them a 
rigid police; regulate their franchises of trade 
and privileges by a public law ; suffer them not to 
leave the suburbs nor ‘to enter the cities near 
which they are located after a certain hour of the 
evening, nor before a certain hour of the morn- 
ing; prohibit, under the severest penalties, inter- 
marriages between them and the whites; and let 
them have churches, schools, and other moral in- 
stitutions, for their improvement and edification. 
Such is our plan; and we think it combines safe- 
ty to the white population, and imprevement of 
the condition of the people of color, who, in the 
pursuit of any scheme of foreign or remote settle- 
ment, it woukl be extremely difficult to draw from 
the land of their nativity or present residence. 


REPORT 
On colonizing the free people of colour of the United 
States. 

House of Representatives, Feb. 11—The Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the memorial of the 
president and board of managers of the “ Ameri- 
can Society for colonizing the free people of co- 
lor of the U. States,” have had the same under 
their deliberate consideration. The subject is of 
such magnitude, and attended with so many diffi- 
culties, it is with much diitidence they present 
their views of it to the house. 

Were it simply a question of founding a eoieny, 
numerous and well known precedents show with 
what facility the work might be accomplished.— 
Every new territory established by our govern- 
ment, constitutes, indeed, a colony, formed with 
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mogeneous settlements. But in contemplating 
the colonization of the free people of color, it 
seemed obviously necessary to take a different 
course. Their distinct character and relative con- 
dition, render an entire separation from our own 
states and territories indispensable. And this se- 
paration must be such as to admit of an indefinite 
continuance. Hence, it seems manifest that these 
people cannot be colonized within the limits of 
the United States. If they were not far distant, 
the rapidly extending settlements of our white in- 
habitants would soon reach them ; and the evil 
uow felt would be renewed, probably with aggra- 
vated mischief. Were the colony to be remote, 
it must be planted on lands now owned and occu- 
pied by the native tribes of the country. And 
could a territory be purchased, the transporting 
of the colonists thither would be vastly expen- 
sive, their subsistence fora time difficult, and a 
body of troops would be required for their pro- 
tection. And after all, should these difficulties be 
overcome, the original evil would at length recur, 
by the extension of our white population. In the 
mean time, should the colony so increase as to be- 
come a nation, it is not difficult to foresee the 
quarrels and destructive wars which would ensue; 
especially ifthe slavery of people of colour should 
continue, and accompany the whites in their mi- 
grations. 

Turning our eyes from our own country, no 
other, adapted to the colony in contemplation, 
presented itself to our view, nearer than Africa, 
the native land of negroes; and probably that is 
the only country on the globe to which it would 
be practicable to transfer our free people of co- 
lor with safety, and advantage to themselves and 
the civilized world. It is the country which, in 
the order of Providence, seems to have been ap- 
propriated te that distinct family of mankind. And 
while it presents the fittest asylum for the free 
people of color, it opens a wide field for the im- 
provements in civilization, morals, and religion, 
which the humane and enlightened memorialists 
have conceived it possible, in process of time, to 
spread over that great continent. 

Should the measurse suggested be approved, 
an important question o¢curs—In what way shall 
its execution be essayed ? 

A preliminary step would be, to provide for the 
perfect neutrality of the colony, by the explicit 
assent and engagement of ail the civilized powers, 
whatever dissensions may at any time arise among 
themselves. . 

The next impertant question is—Will it be ex- 
pedient to attempt the establishment of a new 
colony in Africa, orto make to Great Britain a 
proposal te receive the emigrants from the. United 
States into bercolony of Sierra Leone ? 

At Sierra Leone, the first difficulties have been 
surmounted; and a few free people of color from 
the United States have been admitted. A gradu- 
al addition from the same sourée (and such would 
be the natural progress) would occasion no embar- 
rassment, either in regard to their sustenance or 
government. Would the 8ritish government con- 
sent to receive such an accession of emigrants, 
however eventually considerable, from the United 
States ? Would that governmentagree that, at the 
period when that colony shail be ‘capable of self- 
government and self-protection, jt shall be dc- 
clared independeat ? In the mean time, will it de- 
sire to monopolize the commerce of the colony ? 





reat ease ; because it is only an extension of ho- 


This would be injurious to the colonists as well az 
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to the United States. Should that country, from 
the nature of its soil and other circumstances, hold 
out sufficient allurements, and draw to it, from the 
United States, the great body of the free people 
of color, these would form its strength, and its 
ability to render its commerce an object of con- 
sideration. Now, as the great and permanent be- 
nefit of the colonists was the fundamental princi- 
ple of the establishment—will the British govern- 
ment decline a proposition calculated to give to 
that benefit the important extension which will 
arise from a freedom of commerce, to those, at 
least, at whose expense, and by whose means, the 
colony shall be essentially extended? Should an 
agreement with Great Britain be effected, no fur- 
ther negotiation, nor any extraordinary expendi- 
ture of money, will be required. The work al- 
ready commenced will be continued—simply of 
carrying to Sierra Leone all who are willing to 
embark. 

It would seem highly desirable to confine the 
oo to asingle colony. The two distinct 
and independent colonies, established and protect- 
ed by two independent powers, would naturally 
imbibe the spirit and distinctions of their patrons 
and protectors, and put in jeopardy the peace and 
prosperity of both. Even the simple fact of sepa- 
rate independence, would eventually tend to pro- 
duce collisions and wars between the two esta- 
blishments, (unless, indeed, they were far remov- 
ed from each other) and perhaps defeat the fur- 
ther humane and exalted views of those who pro- 
jected them) The spirit which animated the 
founders of the colony of Sierra Leone, would be 
exerted to effect a union of design, and the cordi- 
al co-operation of the British government with 
our own; and, it might be hoped, not without 
success. It would be in accordance with the spi- 
rit of a stipulation in the last treaty of peace; by 
which the two governments stand pledged to 
each other, to use their best endeavors to effect 
the entire abolition of the traffic in slaves, while 
the proposed institution would tend to diminish 
the quantity of slavery actually existing. 

If, however, such enlarged and liberal views 
should be wanting, then the design of forming a 
separate colony might be announced by the Ame- 
rican ministers, to the maritime powers; and 
their guarantee of the neutrality of the colony ob- 
tained. 

Your committee do not think it proper to pursue 
the subject any further at this time ; but that the 
government should wait the result of the suggest- 
ed negotiations ; on which ulterior measures must 
depend. 

In conclusion, your committee beg leave to re- 
port a joint resolution, embracing the views here- 
in before exhibited. 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congréss 
assembled, That the President be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to consult and negotiate with all the 
governments where the ministers of the United 
States are, or shall be, accredited, on the means of 
effecting an entire and immediate abolition of the 
traflic inslaves. And, also, to enter into a conven- 
tion with the government of Great Britain, for re- 
ceiving into the colony of Sierra Leone, such of 
the free people of color of the United States, as, 
with their own consent, shall be carried thither; 
stipulating such terms as shall be most beneficial 
to the colomsis, while it promotes the peaceful 
interests of Greut Britain and the United States. 
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And should this proposition not be accepte 

to obtain from Great Britain, and the oe 

time powers, a stipulation or a formal declaration 

to the same effect, guaranteeing a permanent neu- 

trality for any colony of free people of color. 
> 


which, at the expense and under the aus 
the United States, shall be established on 
frican coast. 

Resolved, That adequate provision shall hereaf. 
ter be made to defray any necessary expenses 
which may be incurred in carrying the precedin, 
resolution into effect. 8 


Pices of 
the A. 





MEDICAL. 


The reader may recollect a brief observation 
Which was inserted in No. 12, of this volume of 
the Register, at page 191, concerning the prevail. 
ing opinion touching the subject of absorption. It 
was annexed to an article relative to a case of hy- 
drophobia. In perusing some extracts from Dr 
Warden’s account of his conversations with the 
ex-emperor Napoleon, we find the following pas. 
sage, which appears to us to state a curious medical 
fact, and seems to be intimately connected with 
the opinion set forth in the note to Richerand’s 
Elements of Phisiology to which we alluded: 

“‘ Have you ever seen a case of the plague?” 
“ Never.” “ Do you know the disease?” “*M 
only knowledge of it proceeds from what I have 
read.” “The army of Egypt suffered much by it; 
and I had some difficulty in supporting the spirits 
of many of those who remained free from it. Yet 
for two years I contrived to keep my soldiers ig. 
norant of what I myself knew. ‘he disease cun 
only be communicated through the organs of respiva- 
tion.’ Lreplied, “ that I had understood actual 
contact would convey it.” ‘“ No:” he said, “I 
visited the hospital constantly, and touched the 
bodies of the sick to give confidence to their at- 
tendants; being convinced, by observation, that 
the disease could only be communicated by the lungs. 
At the same time { always took the precaution of 
visiting after a meal and a few glasses of wine; 
placing myself on the side of the infected person 
from which the wind.blew.” 

‘To suppose that infectious diseases may be com- 
municated by mere contact, is to presume that 
they are communicated by cuticular absorption. 
In corroboration of Napoleon’s remark, therefore, 
we now publish the note at large from Richerand, 
to prove that the notion of abscrption in any case 
is very doubtful, and in most cases wholly un- 
founded : 


“It is now thirteen years since the subject of 
cuticular absorption first engaged the attention of 
the medical men of Philadelphia, during which time 
it has been prosecuted with an ardor and success 
highly honorable to those concerned in the inqui- 
ry. As early as the year 1800, it was shown, or at 
least rendered highly probable, by Dr. Rousseau, 
that the pulmonary organs, and not the skin, con- 
stitute the avenuc through which certain sub- 
stances enter the system. By cutting off all com- 
munication with the lungs, which he easily effect- 
ed by breathing through a tube protruded into 
the external atmosphere, he found that though 
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the surface of his body were bathed with the juice 
of garlick or the spirits of turpentine, none of the 
qualities of these fluids could be detected, either 
in the urine, or serum of the blood. Conducted 
nearly on the same principle, but with a greater 
diversity of substances, experinents exceedingly 
well devised and ably executed, have since been 
made, by persons of opposite prepossessions, to 
an almost incredible extent. Contradictory as 
y of these are, acandid examination of the 
whole will still lead to a pretty satisfactory con- 
viction, that absorption from the surface of the 
human body does not exist as a natural and ordi- 


man 


nary funetion. : ; : 
Borne down by the weight of evidence against 


shem, most of the advocates of the ancient hypo- 
thesis were indeed prepared to abandon it, as no 
longer tenable, when about two years ago an ex- 
periment made by Dr. Massy again revived their 
faith in cuticular absorption. This experimental- 
ist very clearly proved that if the body be immers- 
ed in a decoction of madder, the coloring matter 
of this substance will be taken in, and may be dis- 
played in the urine, by using any one of the alka- 
lies as a test. ’ ' 

Determined, if possible, to put this long agitated 
question to rest, Dr. Rousseau, assisted by his 
friend Dr. Samuel B. Smith, has subsequently 
performed a series of experiments, many of which 
we witnessed, with every variety of substance, 
mild and acrid, volatile and fixed, nutritive, medi- 
cinal, and poisonous. ; 

The result of these extensive researches is: 

1. That of all the substances employed, madder 
and rhubarb are those only which affect the urine. 
The latter, of the two, the more readily enters the 
system. Neither of these substances can be traced 
in any other of the secretions, or excretions, or in 
the serum of the blood. 

2. That the power of absorption is limited to a 
very small portion of the surface of the body. 
The only parts indeed which seem to possess it, 
are the spaces between the middle of the thigh 
and hip, and between the middle of the arm and 
shoulder. Topical bathing with a decoction of 
rhubarb or madder, or poultices of these sub- 
stances applied to the back, or abdomen, or sides, 
or shoulders, produced no change in the urine, 
&c. Equally ineffectual was the immersion of the 
feet and hands in a bath of the same materials. 
After being kept in it several hours, not the 
slightest proof of absorption was afforded. 

Such is the state in which this interesting sub- 
ject is at present left. Though, perhaps, not ab- 
solutely decided, enough surcly has been done. to 
demonstrate that cuticular absorption rarely hap- 
pens, and that whenever it does, it can not be 
deemed the effort of a natural function... Cover- 
ed, as isthe whole surface of the body by the im- 
pervious cuticle, it is manifest to us that absorp- 
tion can only take place in one of two ways, either 
by forcing the substance under the scales of the 
epidermis, as in the instance of the application of 
frictions, or by long continued bathing the cuticle 
becomes so changed in its organization, as to ad- 
mit of transudation, or the insinuation of the fluid 
under its squamous structure, so as to come in 
contact with the mouths of the lymphatics situated 
within. 

At all events, whatever difference of opinion 
may be entertained as to the degree of conclu- 
siveness of the experiments to which I have al- 
luded, it can hardly be thought necessary to re- 
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sort to cuticular absorption, to explain the facts 
enumerated by our author as ation of the exist- 
ence of the function. These, and, perhaps, all 
other phenomena, hitherto referred to the agency 
of absorption by the skin, may be more rationally 
accounted for on the principle of pulmonary ab- 
sorption, and the law of sympathy.’ 





* LEAKINGS OUT.” 


Whilst we meddle not with party politics, we 
fee] it our bounden duty to insert every document 
of an authentic character which tends to mark the 
political history of the times. The following let- 
ter appears to us to be of that description. If we 
mistake not, Mr. Sutherland has heretofore occu- 
pied a respectable situation in the ranks of party ; 
and we are really sorry to observe that he thinks 
public principle is bottomed on private interests. 
We are fur from believing that to be the fact. 
Nor do we consider that Mr. Findlay ought to be 
judged by the portrait which Mr. Sutherland has 
drawn of him. The character which the letter 
gives of Mr. Boileau is certainly a very good one. 
He was lately the rival of Mr. Findlay for the of- 
fice of Governor of Pennsylvania, but failed in ob- 
taining the votes of a majority of the delegates 
who nominated the candidate at Harrisburg for 
that place. It was at Harrisburg where, we are 
told, the letter was first published ; and the Mr, 
Peacock mentioned, is, we are informed, the pub- 
lisher of a newspaper there, whose press, it seems, 
it was proposed to buy out. 


Lazaretto, June 27th, 1816. 

Dear M-—When I received your letter Iast 
night, I immediately took a chair to my front door, 
and commenced reading it—I was much pleased 
with your notion of buying out Peacock, but the 
difficulties which would have to be encountered, 
before the money. could be procured, will not, I 
think, be of a trivial nature. I might, perhaps, 
make the arrangement with Boileau, in relation to 
the adjutant-generalship ; but whether he would 
be willing to endorse a note to raise the wind, is 
another question. 1 am told he is avaricious. How. 
ever, on this point I would just say, that for the pre- 
sent, nothing can be effected in relation to your. 
scheme till Boileau returns from the state of New 
York, which will be in about 4 or 5 weeks. The 
truth is, M‘Coy, Boileau is but a child in politics 
—he is not much in vogue oracquaintedwith the 
underhand work, that marks the bold and design- 
ing politician. I will telk you who I think would 
embrace this scheme much sooner than Boileau. I 
mean Wm. Findlay. He is so full of schemes and 
notions that he is literally running over with them. 
But there we cannot well We have unfurled 
the flag of discontent, and it would now look cow- 
ardly to furl it up again, unless it should be thoug!:t 
better tosurrender at discretion—While I write 
this about Findlay don’t think I doubt Boileau— 
No, I am far from doubting this man’s honesty, but 
I frankly confess I doubt his policy. When I see 
him I will read his heart. Findlay at this time 
stands the best chance of any man I know, ifa few 
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cause : nroveover he willbe hostile to Binns / You 
may think me a damned on. creature to be 
vacillating between Boileau and Findlay ; but as 
you and I know well these politicians are all men 
of principle in proportion to their interest, I have 
written to you undieguisedly upon this matter. If 
you have time to come down with Hart in his 
stage some afternoon, and havea long talk with 
me, you and I will understand each other more ful- 
ly. ‘I want to talk with you about our party join- 
ing Dr. L I wish to know whether the de- 
mocrats might not in this way carry in the city. I 
know they could. I wish that you should go on 
the city ticket; at your leisure you could then 
make arrangements with Peacock, and we would 
then be on the spot to join the man most worthy 
to succeed. 

I would like to see you before I see Dr. L. I 
know I shall see him before the election—I see 
there is no chance for our success in the N. Liber- 
ties except it be through the assistance of old 
schoolism—Bussier, if he is rejected will quit 
their party, but by that time the opposition will 
have selected their candidates. He ought to watch 
them well now, and be prepared for the worst. 
Remember me to your family. Tell my parents 
we are well. 

Your Friend, 
J. B. SUTHERLAND. 
Josrern M‘Coy, Es. 
New Market, Philadelphia. 








BIGGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 

Controversies which are occasioned by the heat 
ofelections frequently elicit biographical notices, 
that are instructive and entertaining. The follow- 
ing is of that character. We insert it in the Re- 
sister, without pretending to take any part in the 
political discussions now going on in Connecticut, 
having shorn the article of every party expres- 
sion : 

Oxtven Worcorr is a native of Connecticut. 
He descended from a long line of ancestors, as 
eminent for their virtues as their public services. 
He isason of the late Governor Wolcott. Ata 
very early age he belonged tothe board of the 
paytable office, and was soon after appointed the 
Airst Comptroller of public accounts, which office 
he sustained to the entire satisfaction of all. When 
the federal government was ina train of organiza- 
tion, Gen Wassineron appointed him Compiroller 
ofthe Treasury department. Washington again e- 
vinced his esteem for his talents and integrity, by 
appointing him Secretary of the U.S. Treasury— 
an appointment which is ranked among the first 
in the gift of the executive. ‘This arduous office 
he sustained with ability until he was appointed 
by Premdent Adams aJuver of one of the U. States 
Courts. This Court was soon after abolished, and 
from 1802 until withina few years Mr. Wolcott 
devoted his attention to mercantile pursuits. By 
his industry, perseverance, and integrity, in this 
branch of business, he accumulated a respectable 
fortune ; a principal part of which he has lately 
vested in lands. He is now a FARMER, and one of 
the greatest landholders in the state. 





ABUSE OF STRONG DRINKS. 
The following is one, among many, proofs of an 
unconquerable attachment to strong drink. Many 
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schemes have been devised for the extirpation of 
this Parent of all Misery and Vice ; but none, we 
think, would be more effectual than the enacti: 


of laws to prevent the recovery, by the msi 
of tippling houses, and, indeed, of inns of every 
kind, of debts contracted by intemperate men for 
liquor. , 
Froma New Bedford paper. 

Particular Notice—t, Jesse Reynolds, of New 
Bedford, having very severely suffered, and bei 
reduced to poverty, and frequently to deep dis. 
tress, by intemperance, and knowing that m 
thirst for spirituous liquors often deprives me of the 
exercise of my Lp ipa Do, by these presents, 
earnestly request all retailers of liquors to have sq 
much regard to my condition as never to give me 
credit for either cider or spirits of any kind; ho. 
ping, ifthey will withhold it from me, I shall be 
able to guard against its use, and thereby be. 
come a reputable citizen; and by my industry yet 
be able to maintain my family in comfort and ease. 

JESSE REYNOLDS, 
New Bedford, March 5, 1817. 





AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE. 

The following is a description of the Boston 
Excuance Corres Hovse, which is spoken of as a 
very capacious and beautiful building : 

The Exchange Coffee House has three fronts : 
Ist, towards State street on the north, 94 feet 3 
inches; 2dly, on Congress-street, to the east, 102 
feet 3 inches ; 3dly, in Salter’s Court, to the south 
124 feet 6 inches ;—the rear of the building ad. 
joins Devonshire-street on the west, 132 feet. The 
whole number of feet of land occupied by the buil- 
ding is 12,753. The whole cost of the building, 
including und, over 500,000 dollars. The buil- 
ding contains about 200 apartments of different 
descriptions, appropriated to the use of insurance 
offices, brokers, compting rooms, and other pur- 
poses separate from those improved by the hotel- 
ist; and he has numerous well acconimodated 
rooms for boarders, travellers, &:c. ‘There are 
four halls, two of them about 80 by 30 feet, adap- 
ted to public assemblies, dinner and supper par- 
ties, &c.—one of them very elegant. ‘The other 
two halls are for masonic lodges ; and one of these 
(now putting in complete order) will perhaps be 
the most elegant in the United States. The read- 
ing room is spacious and handsome ; about 100 
domestic and foreign papers are regularly receiv- 
ed and filed here, and five books are kept, on 
which are promptly recorded all the commercial 
and other news received of interest, in regular de- 
partments. This room is very liberally and hon- 
orably supported by the citizens. There is a ma- 
jestic area in the centre of the building ; it is 70 
by 40 feet on the lower floor, and passes up in 
equal space to the elegant dome which ornaments 
it; and from the (inside) top of this dome to the 
floor of the area is about 86 feet. Around this 
area, from the second to the sixth story, are hand- 
some galleries, supported (as in the first gallery) 
by large Corinthian, &c. pillars. ‘The Observato- 
ry, on the top of the building, pointing towards 
the harbor, commands a very extensive and beau- 
tiful prospect in every direction. Attached to the 
building is a temple of Cloaca, six stories high, 
having a bridge-like passage leading from every 
story on the S. directly into it. 
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HEALTH LAW OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
The following sections of a health law of Penn- 


Ivania, passed on the 13th ult. may be useful to 
pre of our numerous subscribers in the different 


seaports of the U. States : 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
sforesaid, That any vessel of the burthen of one 
hundred and fifty tons and upwards, arriving at the 
Lazaretto from any foreign port or coastwise, may 
me to in the outer channel as near to the west 
cal of the island of Little Tinicum, opposite the 
Lasaretto as her Graft of water, wind and weather, 
will permit, for the purpose of receiving the visit 
from the Lazaretto physician and quarantine mas- 
ter; and if the said vessel does not receive her 
visit in the inner channel, she shall pay an addi- 
tional sum of five dollars, of which two dollars 
shall be paid to the Lazaretto physician and one 
dollar to the quarantine master, as a compensation 
for their extraordinary services, and two dollars 
shalt be paid into the treasury of the board. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That a letter mail shall, during the qua- 
rantine season, leave the Lazaretto for the health 
office in the city of Philadelphia, and return twice 
in every day, at such hours as the hoard of health 
shall determine, and shall be free for the transmis- 
sion of letters to and from persons who may re- 
side within the bounds of the Lazaretto, or on 
board of vessels which may be detained there ; 
and it shall be the duty of the health officer, im- 
mediately on the arrival of the Lazaretto mail, to 
deposit in the post-office the letters received 
thereby, excepting those which shall be addressed 
to the board of health and the officers connected 
therewith. i 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the fifth section of the act to which 
this isa supplement, be so far amended as that if 
satisfactory proof be given, that goods or mer- 
chandize, the growth or produce of any foreign 
place or country, which shall arrive at the Lazaret- 
to coastwise, have been landed at any port or 
place within the United States for more than 
twenty days, and are free from res, that the 
vessel bringing the same shall not be liable to de- 
tention therefor. 





STEAM BOATS. 

The following article, said to have been written 
by a practical artist, has been copied from the 
Richmond Enquirer of the 28th ult. 


Upon seeing the accounts published relative to | 
the late accident on board the Pownatan, I was! 
inclined to believe, that the boiler must have been 
made of very thin or very bad copper, to burst 
with a pressure of steam of only 12 pounds to the 
inch area, when all those that I had heretofore 
seen were capable of sustaining more than three 
times that pressure, being always tried, as was the 
case with this one also, but not quite so high, and 
for which there is no great occasion ; for raising 
steam to such a pitch may start some parts, which 
would render it liable to give way to a lighter 
pressure afterwards. Curiosity led me to look at 
the boiler, and I was not a little surprised, to find 
the boiler (literally speaking) completely whole 
and sound; and that it was the flue, through 


|| prevented, having nothing to 
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In order to understand this, it is necessary to 
mention, that the boiler represents two cylinders 
about twenty feet long each, .one being nearly 
twice the diameter of the other ; the smaller being 
inserted into the large one, is kept suspended in 
it about one inch from the bottom of the 
one, (which is, properly speaking, the boiler,) and 
is kept in that situation by cast-iron ends.: which, 
however, are made to leave the small cylinder 
open at both ends. Now, when the boiler is suf- 
ficiently charged with water, it will completely 
surround the small cylinder, and be nearly six in- 
ches above the top of it, and reaching a little a- 
bove the centre of the I: boiler ; and will al- 
ways be kept that height, if the engine is atten- 
ded to. The fire is made immediately in the 
small cylinder, znd conveyance through it to the 
chimney, heating the water in the boiler in its pas- 
sage. It follows, that if the force pump is not 
in order, the water (by being wasted into steam) 
will, after some time, fall so low as to uncover the 
top of the small cylinder; the fire will consequent- 
ly take effect upon the copper, and after a while 
will heat it and make it so soft, that it will not 
oppose to the steam and water an equal resistance, 
and will immediately be crushed together; but 
the cast-iron ends being so firmly secured that 
they cannot give way, the flue then must necessa- 
rily be torn crosswise, and the steam will escape 
into the fireplace, through the rent. Every one 
on board, I believe, is of opinion, that this is the 
only way it can be accounted for, and not ascri- 
bed to the safety-valve, which would have lifted 
long before the boiler could have been in the least en- 
dangered. 

All these circumstances went to confirm my 
suspicions that all other accidents that have lately 
occurred, have been owing to a great want of at- 
tention in the engineer, which is plainly seen in 
this instance, by his suffering the water in the boi- 
ler to get too low, which he might easily have 

, but to turn a 
cock inserted in the end of the boiler a little be- 
low the water line ; andas long as water runs out 
| of it, there is water enough ; if not, he can soon 
| fill it ; this he need not look at more than once 
a day, ifhe chooses. So little water is evapora- 
ted, it would scarcely get below the line in that 
time. 

But still people will say, they will not trust 
themsclves on board of steam-boats—they require 
so much attention that if the engineer was to fall 
sick, or something draw him away for one instant, 
destruction would follow. But that is not the 
case. If an engine isin good order, he can leave 
her for hours together, save keeping up the fire— 
it does not require the constant attention that the 
helm of a vessel or the reins of a stage require ; 
but even then he ought not to leave his post ; and 
by the same rule, I wonder why people trust 
themselves in stages or vessels. To be sure, dri- 
vers or helmsmen_ never scarcely wink in some 
situations, and still we hear of accidents every 
day. As to the safety of steam conveyance in ge- 
neral, if we only look at New-York, we find, that 
before the steam-boats plied between that city 
and Albany, there were at least five or six lives 
lost every year by the upsetting of sloops, or of 
people knocked overboard ; instead of which, 
there are now fifteen steam-boats plying in every 
direction, four of which have been running be- 











which the fire passes to the chimney, that was 
crushed together. 


tween New-York and Albany five or six years, and 
only one life lost ; and this was an engineer, who 
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got crushed by the engine. There is now every 
reason to expect, that these accidents will have 
a beneficial effect, in warning engineers; and 
their situations being the most exposed, the pre- 
servation of their own lives will be a sufficient 
guarantee for their future care and attention. 





THE AUTHORS OF THE FEDERALIST. 


A writer in the National Intelligencer, under 
the signature of ‘ Corrector,” furnished, for that 
paper, on the 10th ult. a statement of the numbers 
of tliat valuable volume, “ The Federalist,” which 
are alleged to have been composed by each of the 
distinguished gentlemen to whom they are ascri- 
bed. The writer in the Intelligencer undertakes 
to correct an error in Delaplaine’s Repository, and 
says, - 

“J take upon me to state, from irdubitable au- 
thority, that Mr. Madison wrote Nos. 10, 14, 18,19, 
20, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 62, 63, and 64. 
Mr. Jay wrote Nos. 2, 3,4, and 5; and Mr. Hamil- 
ton the residue.” 

To this statement the editor of the New-York 
Evening Post replies in the following manner : 

*In the year 1802, Mr. Hopkins, printer, of this 
city, intending to publish a new edition of the 
Federalist, took this opportunity to apply to Gen. 
Hamilton, and solicit him to correct and revise the 
numbers, and, so far succeeded, as to obtain his 
consent to assist in the revisal, provided a gentle- 
man of competent literary talents would under- 
take to make the first verbal corrections, for the 
original idea was strictly to be adhered to :—He 
then examined the whole with his own eye, pre- 
vious to its being committed to the press, and saw 
that it was free from literary blemishes. When 
the whole was ready for the press, the gentleman 
who had thus given his aid, wrote a preface, in 
which he took oceasion to make respectful men- 
tion of the names of the two gentlemen who were 
associated with Hamilton in the essays—Mr. Jay 
and Mr. Madison. Whetherhe was disposed to ex- 
press an opinion respecting the relative merits of 
the writers, Ido not now recollect, but I do know, 
that the following expressions, on that point, were 
dictated by General Hamilton himself : “In jus- 
tice to these gentlemen, it is thought necessary to 
add, that, as far as has been practicable to discri- 
minate their productions, they ‘are not unequal in 
paint of merit to those which are solely from the pen of 
Gen. Hamilton.” 

“ The writer of the above article, in the Nation- 
al Intelligencer, takes upon himself to state upon, 
what he calls, indubitable authority, that Mr. 
Madison wrote the Nos. 10, 14, 18, 19, 20, and 
those from 37 to 58 inclusively, besides the Nos. 
62, 63, and 64; that Mr. Jay wrote Nos. 2, 3, 4, 
and 5, and Mr. Hamilton the residue. But al- 
though he affirms he has '.:en several years in 
possession of the informatign upon which this 
statement is founded, and offers to appeal to the 
papers of Gen. Hamilton for the confirmation of 
his assertion, it is, nevertheless, materially erro- 
neous. It is now in my power to rectify the er- 
ror, and upon the very authority to which the wri- 
ter appeals, and thus to set at rest, forever, all 
controversy upon the subject; I proceed to do 
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“It may be proper, first, to observe, that the 


writer in Delaplaine’s Repository, has 
mistatement, from the Port Folio, in not a ow; 
credit to Mr. Madison for 45 and 46. But the 
writer in the National Intelligencer has fallen ine 
to numerous errors, respecting eve the 
three gentlemeh conan. ne 

~ ©Gen. Hamilton, a day or two preyi . 
death, stepped into the office of his friend je Ne 
Benson, then absent, and, in the presence of les 
clerks, left a paper in a book lying there and di 
parted. After his fall, this paper was enuak 
and deposited by judge Bensonin the city library 
with a certificate, that it was the hand-writin of 
A. Hamilton. The following is a copy : . 

“Nos. 2,3, 4, 5, 54, Mr. Jay ; Nos. 10, 14, 37 

to 48 inclusive, Mr. Madison; Nos. 18, 19,’ 99° 
Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Madison, jointly ; all the 
rest by Mr. Hamilton.” ; 


ado ited g 


PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 


The following titles of acts, with the substance 
of the acts themselves, copied from a late Phila. 
delphia paper, are published for the better infor- 
mation of our patrons in that Commonwealth— 
The publication may also be useful to our readers 
elsewhere : 


A further supplement to an act to amend the act, 
entitled “An act directing the mode of sel. 
ling unseated lands for taxes,” and for other 
purposes, 

Purchasers at treasurers’ sales are immediately 

to pay the purchase money, or so much as is ne- 
cessary to discharge the taxes and costs, and one 
dollar to the prothonotary for entering the ac. 
knowledgment of the deed, if not so done the 
property may be again immediately sold. It shall 
in future be discretionary with the commissioners 
what land they will purchase for the use of their 
county. 
A supplement to the act, entitled “ An act to 
establish a board of wardens for the port of 
Philadelphia, for the regulation of pilots and 
pilotages, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned.” 
Persons applying for licenses shall be examined 
in the presence of two pilots—no person under 
the age of twenty-one shall be licensed—intoxica- 
tion of a pilot whilst on duty in a vessel, shall op- 
erate a suspension for a term not less than one 
year—a second offence to disqualify forever. For 
four years to come the compensation to pilots 
from Philadelphia to the Capes of Delaware and 
from thence to Philadelphia, shall be, for every 
half foot of water under twelve feet, one dollar 
and sixty-seven cents ; for every half foot of wa- 
ter deeper than twelve feet, two dollars and 
eighty cents. Outward bound vessels‘of the first 
grade to pay one dollar and twenty-five cents, 
second grade one dollar and sixty-seven cents— 
after the expiration of four years, pilotage shall 
be as provided by the twenty-seventh section of 
the act to which this is a supplement. 
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An act for laying out and opening a state road 
from the North Line to Meadville. 

John Brooks and William M‘Grady, of Crawford 

county, and William Miles, of the county of Erie, 

appointed commissioners to perform the duty op 
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oath—expense to be borne by the counties through 


‘hich the road shall pass, each commissioner to 
nego dollars per day, others employed by 
them a sum not exceeding one dollar and seventy- 
fve cents. A draught of the road to be deposi- 
ted in the prothonotary’s office of Crawford and 
Venango, and in the prothonotary office of War- 
ren, when the said county shall have been organ- 


ized for judicial purposes. 





SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Agreeably to appointment by proclamation of 
his excellency the governor, the legislature of S. 
Carolina assembled on the 24th ult. in the state 
house in Columbia. At about eleven o’clock, 
both branches having formed quorums, a commit- 
tee was appointed as usual to wait on the gover- 
nor, and inform him the houses had formed quo- 
rums, and were ready to receive any communi- 
cation he might have to make. About twelve 
the governor communicated the following mes- 
sage i 
Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 

and of the House of Representatives : 

I regret much that it has, so soon, become 
necessary to call youfrom your domestic retreats, 
at a time when your attention to. agriculture and 
civil pursuits is so interesting and important to 
the state and to yourselves. I have no doubt, how- 
ever, that you will cheerfully submit to personal 
inconvenience, if your attendance can be made 
conducive to the public good. 

At the last session of the legislature, “ A bill to 
alter the 3d section of the 10th article of the con- 
stitution of South-Carolina,” was passed agreea- 
bly to the constitution, and ratified on the 19th 
December, 1816. ‘lhere was also an act, entitled 
“ An act to provide a more expeditious mode for 
disposing of the causes on the dockets of the Con- 
stitutional Courts at Charleston and Columbia,” 
passed and ratified on the same day, viz. on the 
19th December, 1816. ‘This act making provision 
for the sittings of the Constitutional Court at 
Charleston and Columbia, a majority of the judges 
of the Courts of Sessions and of Common Pleas 
has adjudged to be unconstitutional, and that 
therefore they had no power to hold that court. 

This being the only court heretofore provided 
by our constitution or laws, before which, motions 
for new trial, or in arrest of judgment could be 
brought up from our Courts of Sessions or Common 
Pleas, we are, by this decision of the judges, de- 
prived of a court indispensable in the steady ad- 
ministration of justice. To restore this link in the 
system of our jurisprudence, there is no power 
adequate but that of the legislature. It is there- 
fore that Ihave thought proper to convene the 
legislature, that there may be neither delay nor 
denial of justice. To this subject, which is of 
great importance, your early attention is invited 
at this time. 

Iwill further ask your indulgence, in submit- 
ting for your consideration one other subject, 
which, if neglected until the constitutional mee- 
ting of the legislature, will be too late for your in- 

terposition. At your last session, an act was pass- 
ed to confirm the treaty between the state of S. 
Carolina and the Cherokee Indians, and providing 
for the survey of the lands ceded by the Chero- 
kees to this state. This act requires that ai! the 
lands so ceded, shall be surveyed and platted off 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1817. 








219 


into tracts not less than one hundred nor more 
than five hundred acres. I would beg leave-to 
submit whether the !aw should not:be so altered 
as to require the commissioners to survey into 
tracts only such parts of the ceded territory as 
will be fit for cultivation, and which alone wil] in- 
demnify the state for the survey. It is well known 
that a very great proportion of this accession con- 
sists of barren, rugged, and almost inaccessible 
mountains, which will only attract the attention of 
the’ wandering herdsman or shepherd. The sur- 
vey of these mountains will require much time, 
and cost much money to the state, which will ne- 
ver be refunded from the sale of them. If the 
whole territory: be laid out into tracts according 
to the provision of the existing law, it is probable 
the sums arising from the sales will not reimburse 
the expenditure. 

At the time when it was thought expedient to 
convene the legislature, it was believed that it 
would be necessary to recommend an appropria- 
tion, authorizing the comptroller to pay into the 
treasury of the general government, our quota of 
the Direct Tax which had been imposed by Con- 
gress for the last year, and which it was believed 
would be again imposed for this year. The na- 
tional legislature has, however, not thought pro- 
per to re-enact the law imposing the direct tax. 

Although our civil and religious privileges, as 
a people, demand our most devout acknowledg- 
ments to the author of all good ; yet we should be 
humbled by his chastening hand, which is felt in 
the unusual scarcity which prevails in most parts 
of our country. This scarcity proceeds, not only 
from the unpropitious seasons of the last year, 
but from our greater attention to the productions 
of our country which procure us wealth than to 
those which are intrinsically valuable. We should 
profit by our experience and devote ourselves 
more to those pursuits which will promote our 
present comforts and future welfare, looking unto 
Him who is the author of every good and perfect 
gift for his blessing. 

ANDREW PICKENS, Jun. 





AGRICULTURAL. 


Extract of a letter from Isaac C. Jones, to the Phila- 
delphia Society for promoting agriculture, dated 
2d month ( Feb.) 11, 1817. . 

“ My attention to feeding my horses (four in 
number) with cut hay, by measure, commenced in 
the fall of 1816, in consequence of a publication 
I saw in one of our city newspapers, (being, I 
think, an address to the Bath and West of England 
Agricultural Society,) in which we detailed great 
advantages that had been derived by adopting 
that practice. Experimenting on that mode of 
distributing hay to the number of horses above 
mentioned, f found, or as nearly so as I could cal- 
culate, a saving of thirteen hundred pounds per 
month. Ihave since extended the practice to the 
whole of my farm stock of cattle, and believe the 
saving to be in the same ratio as stated relative 
to the horses. In addition to this saving, may be 
added. the advantage of an intermixture of cut 
cornstalks and some other description of food that 
would not be eaten separately, and_ without being 
thus chaffed. My horses and cattle are all heal- 
thy and look well. The reasons thou hast assign- 
ed, in favor of the use and advantages of chaff 
cutting are those which have occurred to me as 
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being the most probable —In addition to these, I 
think may be added another, viz. the great saving 

' in point of waste experienced in the usual.mode 
of feeding provender entire out of racks.”’ 





MANUFACTURES. 


The following furnishes a very good example 
for other states of our Union: 
An Act for the encouragement of manufactures 

within this state, passed February 28, 1817. 

Beit enacted by the people of the state of New- 
York representedin Senate and Assembly, That from 
and after the passing of this act, all the buildings, 
machinery, and the manufactured articles in the 
hands of the manufacturer of every cotton, woollen, 
or linen, manufactory, within this state, or hereaf- 
ter to be erected, shall be exempted from taxation 
within this state ; and that the manufacturers em- 
ployed in any cotton, woollen, orlinen, manufacto- 
ry, shall be and hereby are exempted from all mi- 
litia duty, except in cases of invasion or insurrec- 
tion, or when the country shall be in danger of in- 
vasion; and from serving as jurors in all suits to 
be brought for the recovery of debts to the value 
of twenty-five dollars or under. 





Discharged Soldiers —The adjutant and inspect- 
er general has given notice to discharged soldiers 
who, at the close of the war, empowered Briga- 
dier General James Miter to obtain for them 
their Zand bounty, and who have not -given him 
their original discharges, that if said discharges be 
forwarded to his office at this place, he will adopt 
the further measures to accomplish the object 
originally confided to General Miller. 





FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


CHINA. 
The latest advices from Canton, r¢present the 
affairs between the Chinese and English all quiet, 
and that for the present there would be no diffi- 
culty. 
RUSSIA. 

The emperor Alexander is turning all his at- 
tention from martial to commercial enterprizes ; 
and is taking measures for the establishment of a 
navigation code after the English model. One of 
his agents has officially announced, that no goods 
ean be imported into Finland (the country be has 
lately acquired from Sweden) except of the 
growth, &c. of the countries to which the vessels 
importing them belong, on penalty of forfeiture 
of vessel and cargo. This will insure the coasting 
trade to Russian vessels. 

THE BALTIC. 

An English print has the following remarks: 
“The Americans have boasted of the importance of 
their commerce to Russia—to whom she was said 
to be the best customer. The Sound list shows 
what little grounds there are for boasting on this 
score. The vessels which in 1816 passed the 
Sound, were 8371 in number; of which only 83 
were American—not one of an hundred. The 
rest were 1097 Swedish, 942 English, 525 Prus- 
sian, 408 Danish, 396 Norwegian, 208 Russian, 
and only 8 French.” [We believe the Americans 
never made any boast of the kind. But the go- 
vepoment of the United States has always culti- 
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|vated a friendly commercial intercourse with the 


Russian empire.—WVat. Reg.) 
UNITED NETHERLANDS. 
The new Dutch Tariff. 
Articles. New duty. Old duty. 
Dutch f. st. J: ut. 
On raw and clayed 


Sugars, 6 percwt. 4 3-4 per 

Cofiee, 10 19. Oot HO08 te 
Cocoa, 110 110 

Cotton, 8 8 

Pepper, 3 4 percent. 


Pimento, 3 


per cent. 4 
Mahogany, 2 4 


Tobacco, 2 2 7-3 per 1064 Ibs. 
Tea, 10 10 per cent, 
Cochineal 1 10 percwt. 1 7-3 per 106} Ibs, 
Indigo, 34 27.3 

Logd. & Fustic 1 percent. 1 per cent. 
Rice, 2} perewt. 1 

Ashey, 1percent. 4s. perf. 100 
Hides, 1 1 per cent. 
Nankins, 3 








Cotton piece 

goods, f. 30* percwt. 
Do. printed, f. 35* 

Woollen clot);, 8* per cent. 

* To prevent the English cottons, and encon. 
rage the use of linens. 

Tonnage duties on foreign vessels per last, which 
is about two tons, on exch voyage, 2 florins 12 
sols. 

Vessels of the country, 1 fiorin and 12 entrance, 
and 15 sols clearance, per annum. 

Transit duty instead of f. 1 10 is f. 3 10. 

It is not expected that the new tariff (fixed in 
Dec. last) will have any very considerable effect 
on the trade. 

FRANCE. 

The London papers are in error (says the Bos- 
ton Centinel) respecting the extent of the loan 
which Messrs. Baring & Co. have lately made to 
the French government. We have seen letters 
from intelligent gentlemen in France, which give 
correct particulars respecting it. ‘The amount of 
the loan is four hundred and twenty millions of 
francs, [nearly seventy-nine millions of dollars, and 
upwards of seventeen millions sterling.) The lend- 
ers were to take five per cent. stock at 70 fr. pay- 
able at the expiration of ten years at par. It is 
estimated in Paris, that the loan will produce 
nearly eieven and a half per cent. per annum, for 
the ten years. It is added that only one half of 
the amount is to be paid in money, and the other 
in clothing and supplies for the allied army; 
which uaquestionably will be supplied from the 
worksheps at Sheffield, Manchester, &c. [We 
cannot think that this Joan, notwithstanding it is 
supposed it will produce eleven and a half per 
cent. per annum, will compete, in the London 
market, with American stock; because the’ se- 
curity for repayment which the French govern- 
ment can offer, is by no means stable. It de- 
pends upon the reign of the Bourbons, the dura- 
tion of which is very uncertain. —WVat. Reg.] 

A Bourdeaux letter of Jan. 23d says, “ Since 
my last grain of every description has experienced a 
great fall, and rice, particularly, must suffer in 
proportion with every arrival.” 

Com. Taylor, of the Patriot brig of war Fourth 
of July, informed Captain Selby, of the schooner 
Gazette, arrived at New York, that on the 15th 
of March he boarded a British packet direct from 








- 


a a. & wt 


SE LL a= SC 





1. IIL. 


h the 


bs. 


S. 


cou. 


hich 
12 


nce, 


din 


tect 


Bos- 
loan 
> to 
ters 
tive 
it of 
; of 
and 
nd- 
yay- 
t is 
uce 
for 
P of 
her 
ay ; 
the 
We 
it is 
per 
don 


TN 
de- 
ira- 


nce 
da 
rin 


rth 
ner 
5th 











Y, 
Vor. L—1817.J SATURDA 
i shich i him that 
. the captain of which informed 
— south of France had revolted, and that the 
king and royal family had q™ut the kingdom for 


”» 
safety. SPAIN. 


sequence of the e é 
of Spain, prohibiting the importation er soe rs 
foreign manufactured cotton goods, except tir & : 
the medium of the Philippine Island a 
whom all the existences at the date Y- Laer ct 
tion were to take effect, were to be de iverec >Y 
the holders at a valuation. Petitions were a ; 
dressed to his catholic majesty from the oe 
commercial cities, signed by the most — rs 7 
merchants, praying for a period to b. at i a d 
them to dispose 0' their goods, and not be . ) lige 
to hand them over to the Philippine Island Com- 

any. The result is not yet published, but it a 
Ree with certainty that they are to be allowe 
either six or nine months from the first of or 
last, (generally believed the latter) in const ge” 
tion of $400,000 to be levied on the holders o 
cotton goods, according to the value of their re- 
spective stocks. The effect of this prorogation, 
as it regards Cadiz, will be of consequence 
only while it continues, and during this period it 
is currently believed that cotton manufactures will 
find a regular sale. 

GREAT BRITAIN, Kc. : 

Galway, Jan. 30.—Government made a fresh is- 
gue of exchequer bills on Thursday, which caused 
those in the market to fall from 17 to about 12 
shillings premiam. ; 
er seapoctable London paper says, “It is cur- 
rently reported, and we believe not without some 
ground, that ministers have resolved to propose 
some reform in the parliamentary representation, 
by annihilating the power of some of the rotten 
boroughs to send members, and conferring that 
privilege on some of the greater cities and towns, 
as Glasgow and Manchester.” 

Letters from Liverpool, of the 28h January, 
quote swect flour at from 73 to 75s. per barrel ; 
and that it would possibly get down to 70s. ( short 

‘sixteen dollars per barrel;_) and that rice had 
allen to 40 a 41s. 

MEDITERRANEAN. 

Capt. Bacon, from Gibraltar, informs, that the 
United States’ ship Washington, 74, Com. Chaun- 
cey, arrived there Feb. 1. from Algiers, and was 
bound to Cadiz; and that the Hornet and Alert 
were bound to the United States, and the Spark to 
Malaga. 

SPANISH COLONIES. 

There were ninety-two arrivals at Havana in 
the month of February, of which thirteen were 
Spanish vessels of war, and thirty-one merchant 
vessels, and forty-eight foreign merchant vessels. 

There sailed from Havana during the same pe- 
riod, ninety-three vessels, of which eight were 
Spanish vessels of war and twenty-four merchants, 
and fifty-nine foreign merchant vessels. Of the 
vessels sailed, forty-eight were bound for ports in 
the U. States. 

{Translated from the Havana Diary of the 3d ult. 


Extract of a letter from Xalapa, to a gentleman of 
the first respectability in this place. 

“ Our new Viceroy, Apo 
the functions of his office under promising auspi- 
ces. Within a few days we have had six battles 
with the enemy, in all of which we were com- 


pletely victorious, we have taken from them! 


he edict issued by the king} 


: 
a, has commenced 


7 
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many cannon and muskets, and made many prisén- 

ers. H we continue to have such success, in a 

short time this country will be compelled to sub- 

mit to the authority of his most gracious majesty 
the king.” 

Extract of a letter from Colonel —— » in Gen. 
Mina’s army, dated Galvestown, January 13, 
1817, to his friend in New York.—T'ranslated and 
communicated for the Columbian. 


* Since my last, dated from Port-au-Prince, we 
have sailed for this place, situated in St. Bernard’s 
Bay, where we have formed a junction with the 
spirited Commodore Aury. Our supplies are a- 
bundant, our military excellent, our cavalry well 
mounted on Indian horses, and all our men deter- 
mined to conquer or die for the independence of 
their adopted country. We have had to struggle 
against difficulties of all sorts—sickness, treason, 
and desertion. We had amongst us seeret agents 
and assassins, whom I have detected. Our brave 

eneral is safe, and ready to punish with his good 
ised sword the tyrants of the new world. You 
cannot imagine with what rapidity this place has 
grown. On our landing there was enly to be seen 
a few scattered huts—and now, 150 houses, raised 
as if by magic, offer all sorts of accommodation. 
Taverns, cotfee-houses, billiard tables, shops, and 
trades of all sorts, are in operation, encircled by 
strong fortifications—and more than 20 men of 
war, who alternately go out to render the slaves 
of the tyrant tributaries to the wants of the friends 
of liberty. Aury is governor of this place, which 
he has created by his genius and enterprise.” 

Upon the next preceding extract of a letter, the 
editor of the Columbian remarks—{We lament to 
learn, that these flattering hopes are blasted. The 
degenerate natives manifested no wish for inde- 
pendence ; as men long enslaved become recon- 
ciled to chains.—Letters arrived in town to-day 
from New Orleans, announce the failure of Gen. 
Mina’s expedition. It is said he has put into the 
Mississippi.] 

The Brig Hope has arrived at New-York in 17 
days from Havanna, the captain of which reports 
that the day before he siaied a Spanish fleet arriv- 
ed at that port under convoy of a 74, several fri- 
gates and a number of smaller vessels, with ten 
thousand troops on board. 

Captain Thomas, of the schooner Fraverse the 
Ocean informs us (says the Baltmore Telegraph) 
that he was on board the Fourth of July, Com. 
Taylor, on 4th March, and was informed by the 
Commodore that the Patriots had taken and were 
in possession of Pensacola. The Captain further 
states, in corroboration of the above mentioned 
fact, that he had ordered several prizes to that 
port, instead of sending them to Cape Francois as 
he had ususlly done. 


Extract of «letter from a Spanish Patriot officer, 
dated Curraeoa, Feb. 17. 

“General Artigas has brought the royalists to 
an action in the province of Cumana, and totally 
routed them. Their loss is estimated at 2,000 
men. I am happy to inform you that there is an 
appearance of the greatest unanimity amongst our 
officers and men in arms. 

“If the present prospect holds good, we shall 
clear the five provinces of Venezuela of those mis- 
creants in two months. Admital Brion continugs 
the blockade with the greutest vigor—he has a 
fine fleet of vessels.” 

Captain, Martin, arfived at Baltimore from 
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Laguira, in 22 days, informs that there had been 
some skirmishing between the republican and roy- 
al armies, but the result was variously stated. Ru- 
mor stated that a proclamation had been received 
from Spain, granting pardon to, and restoring the 
property of, all such of the insurgents as would 
abandon their cause, except officers, which was 
expected to be promulgated after the fall of Bar- 
celona, an event confidently expected by the roy- 
alists. Cumana still remained in their possession. 
BRITISH COLONIES. 

Nassau, NW. P. March 1—On Friday last, the 
21st ult. the schr. Industry of this port, Isaac Gree- 
nage, master, returning hither from the coast of 
Cuba, was brought too and boarded off Green Key 
by a piratical cruiser, and robbed of a considera- 
bie sum of money, and several articles belonging 
to the vessel. The master was ordered on board 
the cruiser, where he remained some time, and 
had his vessel’s register and other papers taken 
from him, and not returned. This cruiser is fe- 
lucca built, rigged with two masts, latteen yards 
and sails, with a cutter bowsprit, black bends, 
white streak above, and blue colored boot-top— 
armed with one Frenci nine pounder of brass ; is 
manned with about forty men, mostly English or 
Americans—few foreigners among them. The 
captain appeared to be a Frenchman, about forty 
years old, and spoke good English ; the first lieu- 
tenant an Italian, and the second lieutenant a 
Frenchman. As the insults and aggressions com- 
mitted under the Carthagenian flag begin at last 
to attract the notice of the people in England, 
there may be some hope indulged that measures 
will be adopted by government to restrict at least 
the indiscriminate depredations of the cruisers un- 
der that flag. 

March 5.—The ship Hercules, commanded by 
Admiral Brown, and lately carried into Antigua 
by the Brazen sloop of war, of 18 guns, Captain 
Sterling, has been condemned by the Court of 
Vice-Admiralty there, for a breach of the laws of 
trade and navigation. 

This ship, it may be recollected by our readers, 
was seized in the month of September or October 
last, by Captain Sterling of his majesty’s ship Bra- 
zen, and carried to Antigua—she had been to Bar- 
badoes, from whence she was ordered away by 
sir James Leith—she had just returned from a 
successful cruise in the Pacific, having been e- 
quipped, with others, at Buenos Ayres, for that 
purpose.—The commander acknowledged he had 
abandoned the cause of the Spaniards ; and he 
appears to have been seeking a port o dispose of 
his cargo when seized. The ship mounted twen- 
ty-two guns and had fifty-six men on board, witha 
valuable cargo, supposed to be worth near a 
million of dollars, plundered from towns and ves- 
sels in the Pacific. 

From the many instances of marine depreda- 
tion recorded in the Jamaica papers, the piratical 
eruisers under the Spanish insurgent flag seem to 
increase in boldness asin numbers, and to avow a 
system of hostility against the vessels of all nations 
whose cargoes afford any valuable plunder. Ssail- 
ors, who, for want of emplofment, are rioting in 
the towns in Great Britain, would be well enga- 

d by government in curling the licentiousness 
of the freebooters in these seas. 

The convict slaves from Barbadoes, 125 in num- 
ber, have sailed for Honduras, where they are to 
be employed for the rest of their lives in cutting 
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We are informed by a late ordinance 
of 
tuguese government, the exportation aut 


rohibited ‘except to the Portugues : 
in South-America—a seguistion which anes 
tually result in some good to these islands _ 
_It has lately been discovered that the act of 
liament, which permitted foreign vessels to ¢ ~ 
in ballast, and take salt from the Bahamas ma 
red about two years since ; but vessels a 
to take salt as usual under the Free Port a 
The king’s and colony tonnage duty together is 
2s. 6d. sterling—the other fees and port charg is 
same as English vessels pay. - 





HAYTI. 


The following letter was addressed t 
‘ vy) 
Mix, Esq. commander of the ship Ceres, og 
litely handed it to the editors for publication 
The source from whence it comes, entitles it to 
serious consideration :—Sav. paper. 
Port-au-Prince, 22d February, 1817, 


Dean Sin—It may not be amiss, on your arrival 
at Savannah, to give publicity to the followin 
facts, which have so recently occurred here: ang 
which, if not noticed by the government of the 
United States, will be attributed by the Haytians 
to the want of nerve. They openly and boldi 
deny our having the means to resent any outrage, 
however atrocious it might be. , 

On the 20th instant James Watson, an American 
seaman, (accused of having killed, in the afternoon 
of the preceding day, 19th, a black man, on board 
the American brig Merchant, Captain Burnham) 
was shoty order of a military tribunal, in the 
presence of soldiers, marched out to witness 
the murderous act. Six soldiers were chosen for 
this horrible purpose—four of them fired, and 
Watson fell dead on the spot; the remaining two 
whose muskets missed fire in the first instance, 
again took aim, and again their muskets missed 
fire—disappointed and enraged, they rushed up. 
on their victim ; pierced his lifeless corpse with their 
bayonets ; and finally, discharged the contents of their 
muskets through the head of the deceased. Watson: 
died like a brave man, and deserved a better fate. 
Counsel was employed to defend him—nothing, 
however, would be heard in his defence, nor 
leave allowed him to produce his witnesses, his 
comrades of the brig Merchant. Petion was pe- 
titioned to order a revision of the sentence; his 
answer was, that the deceased had killed a sol- 
dier, and must suffer death. Nothing could save 
him, andin the shgrt space of twenty-four hours, 
he was accused, arrested, and shot; for trial he 
had none. 

The circumstances which led to the death of 
the Haytian are as follow : 

On the 18th, two soldicrs went on board the 
brig Merchant, and, as is Customary with them 
whenever they have an opportunity, committed a 
theft. Having succeeded so well, they returned 
the following day, the 19th, when the mate (who, 
together with all hands, were at work in the hold; 
the captain being on shore) ordered James Wat- 
son and —— to go up and drive away the iniru- 
ders. took a rope’s end, with which he 
struck one of them; Watson took up a stave and 
struck the other on the buttocks, who, to avoid a 
second blow, which he had reason to apprehend, 














slipped, when he feil into his own boat alongside, 
aud broke his neck. This was Watson’s own 








& preparing mahogany for the English proprictors 
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Istatement; it is plausible, and very probably the 


precipitately retreated; but in his haste, his foot ¢ 
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false, he shovld have had a 
mens Fad had no trial at all, and was, 
' Lam, sir, your most 


fact ; -~, 
jal—a fair tr 
in plain English, murdered. 


obedient servant, &c. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


NEW ee. sail oi 
t to set fire to a house in Portsmouth; 
e. Tately defeated bya pug dog, who it is suppos- 
w the incendiary at his vile work, and kept 
re kin until one o’clock, when one of the family 
= aay quiet him, and the dog led him imme- 
A ‘ 
diately to the spo CONNECTICUT. 
ed States have advanced to the state 
towards its claim for the — 
‘ta fifty thousand dollars. No settle- 
wes aaa es taken place further than to 
pose that so much, at any rate, was due. 
NEW YORK. 
Anact was latel before the — of New- 
viding, that any married person, an in- 
ber dat State, who shall hereafter attach 
him or herself to any societ. of Shakers, in the 
State, shall be taken to be civilly dead, to all in- 
tents and purposes, in the law; and that his or her 
roperty may be disposed of in the same manner 
as if such person were really dead, and he or she 
rendered forever thereafter incapable of taking 
any estate by inheritance. The wife or husband 
of such person (not a Shaker) may file a bill in 
Chancery for a divorce, and on proof of the fact, 
the Chancellor is to decree the divorce, and to pro- 
nounce the party become a Shaker to be civilly 
dead.—Such a person is not allowed to marry du- 
ring the life time of his or her former wife or hus- 
band. If there shall be children, the party who 
shall not have become a Shaker is to lave the cus- 
tody of them; and in case the other shall have ta- 
ken them with them, on the return of a writ of 
habeas corpus, that they cannot be found, and that 


The Unit 
of Connecticut 


they are secreted among the Shakers, the Chan-) 


cellor or Judge is to issue a warrant to a proper 
officer, to search in the day time the dwelling 
houses or buildings of any society of Shakers, or 
its members, among whom such children are re- 
presented to be concealed. : 

The same act dissolves the marriage contract 
between James Chapman, and Eunice Chapman, 
on the application of the latter; the former hay- 
ing joined the society of Shakers, in Neskanna, in 
the year 1811, left his wife without any means of 
support, taken her children, and kept thein con- 
cealed from her, and insisted that his marriage 
engagements with her were dissolved by his join- 
ing the society, and all intercourse with a person 
not a member is sinful. 

Some time since a number of silver spoons and 
a sum of money were taken from the house of Mr. 
John Smith, of Long Island. All endeavors to dis- 
cover the thief proved ineffectual. Lately, the 
spoons were neatly packed up and4ied to Mr. 
Smith’s kitchen door, and thus came into the hands 
of the rightfulowner. [The thief is not qualified 
to be arogue, and ought to decline the business. 
—WVat. Reg.) 

A vessel has arrived at New York from Ireland, 
laden with beef, butter, pork, hay, and potatoes. 
VIRGINIA. 

Exports from Fredericksburg and Falmouth, Virgi- 
nia, for one month, ending on the 25th ult. 

Rarrels of Flour, 15,540; bushels of Wheat, 
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18,894"; hogsheads of Tobacco, 182; bushels of 
Flax seed, 1,216—Amounting, at the present pri- 
ces, to about 380,000 dollars. 

The citizens of Richmond, through the medium 
of the Mayor and others, as a committee, address- 
eda letter to Gen. Harrison, wie yrey his attend- 
ance at a public dinner intended to be given in 
honor of him; which was politely declined by the 
General, on account of circumstances which re- 
quired his attendance on his family. Gen. H. had 
been previously very handsomely entertained at 
Petersburg. 

OHIO. 

The river Ohio was measured on the ice, and 
found to be 2,542 feet in width, some distance 
above the falls. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

$15,000 in Specie were received at Charleston 
last week, by the Invincible, from Liverpool. 
Extract of a letter from a gentleman in South Ca- 

rolina to a mercantile house in Albany. 

* You must recollect when I was in Albany, I 
purchased a ton of plaster “ge ape from Manlius, 
in your state, which I took with me, and, at the 
ye season, I put it on a piece of land which 

ad been very much exhausted with crops of cot- 
ton and indigo. ‘The result has far exceeded my 
most sanguine expectations. You will also recol- 
lect that I informed you that Nova-Scotia plaster 
had no effect on our lands near the sea board, and 
that I purchased the ton above mentioned merely 
as an experiment.” 
Extyact of a letter from Havana, dated 6th inst. to a 

gentleman in Charleston. 

“ We have no news here, only that the King of 
Spain has ceded Buenos Ayres to the Portuguese ; 
and the report is that the Colony has delivered it - 
self up quietly to the troops of that nation. Troops 
have arrived here from Spain for Mexico, and ina 
few days we expect reinforcements for this place.” 

GEORGIA, 

The Georgia Penitentiary is so far completed as 
to admit prisaners. A man lately convicted of Ne- 
gro-stealing in that State, who was about to be 
condemned to death, finding this to be the case, 
claimed the privilege offered by the Penitentiary 
System, dnd was sentenced té five years imprison- 
ment. a 

The Rev. Mr. Findley, of New-Jersey, has been 
appointed President of the University of/Georgia. 

LOUISIANA. 
Extract of a letter from New Oriegns, dated 24 
March, 1817. , 

“ Prime Sugars are now held at $11 per 100 Ibs. 
at which price a sale has just been made, and 
some are holding up for more : in fact there does 
not remain a Crop of first quality in the hands of 
the Planters, nor have our Grocers any on band. 
From the gencral demand we expect to see it ad- 
vance in the course of next week to $114. 

Cotton keeps up 27 to 274 cents. 





EDITOR’S CABINET. 

It is assegted, apparently upon authority, that 
the treaty lately negotiated by Mr. Russell with 
the government of Sweden, has been ratified by 
the Senate of the United States, with the excep- 
tion of two articles. This circumstance explains 
why the treaty has not been promulgated by the 
proper autkozities at Washington, as ft must be. 
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returned to Stockholm for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether the Swedish government. will 
agree to the instrument thus modified. Some- 
thing of the same sort took place in the instance 
of Mr. Jay’s treaty, in 1794; and in the case of 
the convention with France, in the year 1800. 


Matthew Carey, of Philadelphia, the celebrated 
bookseller, has proposed to publish a work, to 
be entitled The Religious Ovive Branch, in imita- 
tion of the political work under a similar title, 
which he published some time ago. ‘The object 
of this undertaking, as we gather it from Mr. 
Carey’s own statement in the newspupers, is to 
prove that Christians of all sects have been per- 
secutors in their turn. We regret to find a gen- 
tleman of so much industry engaged in a compila- 
tion calculated, with uninformed persons, to 
throw such extraordinary odium on Christianity 
in general. We apprehend that Mr. C. is a little 
mistaken in his hypothesis on this occasion; for 
it may be remarked, with historical truth, that 
the persecutions in question are not, strictly 
speaking, attributable to any denomination of 
Christians, but have been the effect of a union of 
church and state, from the days of Constantine the 
Great down to the present period. To call the 
book, therefore, a Religious Olive Branch, is to 
nickname it; for religious feuds in general have 
only been the result of state policy. It is nota 
little smgular that Mr. Carey, who has printed 
and sold so many bibles, should now employ him- 
self upon a volume having a direct tendency (and 
contrary to the fact) to show that the bible itself 
is the original source of such numerous crimes. 
We hope he will yet think better of it. 


The subject of manuractures has been pressed 
upon the public.attention in an hundred different 
ways. Congress have been applied to for the pur- 
pose of procuring for them protecting duties: the 
patriotism of the people has been appealed to, 
and their love of independence invoked. JI this 
is very right and proper. But, in our opinion, 
the manufacturing interest has not touched the 
right key yet. ‘There is one method which, we 
will venture to say, will be infallible in i.ducing 
the American public to give the preference to 
domestic fabrics. It is simply this: the manufac- 
turers should evince a spirit of moderation in their 
prices. It cannot be expected that the people, or 
their representatives, should consent to impose 
heavy protecting duties, when, perhaps, the very 
act imposing them would be a signal for the manu- 
facturers to raise their prices, and thus impose 
a weighty tax upon the community. It is noto 
Fious that many of the duties laid upon home 
made articles by Congress during the late war 
were continued to be charged on ‘hose articles | 
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by the manufacturers, although they had been re. 
pealed by the national legislature. This certain. 
ly was not fair. There should be a little patriot. 
ism and liberality on both sides. The manufac. 
turing class should not desire to draw extraordina. 
ry profits from all the other classes of society ; 
whilst those other classes ought to allow the manu. 
facturers a reasonable profit. Let the manufac. 
turing interest give an open and positive pledge 
that they will sell at moderate prices, and there 
cannot be a doubt but that every American wil] 
give the preference to home-made commodities, 
Such a policy would have more influence on con. 
sumers than a thousand eloquent addresses} which 
only sound upon the ear, and die away in faint 
echoes. 


It will be seen, in this number of the Rezister, 
that Commodore Taylor (a kind of Spanish Patriot 
commodvre) is a great communicator of news. He 
has announced an insurrection in the south of 
France and the flight of the Bourbons from Paris; 
and likewise the capture of Pensacola, in East 
Florida, by the Spanish independents. We think 
both these accounts require a great deal of cor. 
roboration; and we are not inclined to place 
much reliance on the commodore’s veracity. 


A convention of Delegates, which lately met at 
Albany, to select a candidate for governor of New 
York, in the room of Vice-President ‘Tompkins, 
resigned, nominated De Wirt CitxTon for that of- 
fice, by a vote of more than two to one against P. 
B. Porter. Clinton, 85—Porter, 41—majority 44. 
Mr. Clinton’s election by the people seems certain. 
The final vote to support him was unanimous. 


Referring to the article of intelligence lately 
current, in the newspapers, concerning Berna- 
dotte, the crown prince of Sweden, which stated 
that the emperor of Russia had remonstrated with 
the court of France for not treating the prince 
with the respect due to a legitimate scion of roy- 
alty, the editor of the Boston Centinel remarks : 

* It shows what flimsy materials are manufac- 
tured into paragraphsin Europe, when poor France 
is the subject of speculation. Without noticing 
the grossness of this imputed interference of one 
nation in the affairs of another, it is intended to 
make it believed, by this article, that no diplomatic 
relations existec between France and Sweden ;— 
whereas, by recurring to the French Court Kalen- 
dar for 181#,, it will be scen, that France has now 
an Ambassador in Swed. n, in M. de CaaTeausntl- 
ant (brother of the celebrated author;) and Swe- 
den a Charge d’Afliires in Paris, in the Chevalier 
de Sienvxn. 


Mr. Maotsen, late President of the United 
States, and Lapy, we understand, will leave Wash- 
ington to-morrow, for his residence in Virginia. 








The best wiches of the citizens attend them. 





